
March 2024 
Daily Devotional 

Vistoso Community Church 

“… for this  
I came into the 
world, to testify 

to the truth.  
Everyone on the 

side of truth  
listens to Me.”  

John 18:37 



Foreword 
We have an interesting month of Scripture readings and 
devotions.  We start with the ear-
ly Church in Acts, move to Read-
ing Ahead to the future and the 
coming eternal kingdom, and then 
back to the Old Testament and 
the feast days of the Mosaic 
Law—all of which point to Christ.  
Next we return to the Book of 
Matthew to focus on repentance 
then, most appropriately, we fin-
ish the month leading up to our 
celebration of Easter on the last 
day of the month.  

I trust God will continue to bless as you spend time in His 
Word and thereby have the opportunity to share His 
thoughts, affections, and purposes.   

 

 

Kevin Redig 

 

 

 

 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 



The Early Church 
Friday, March 1:  

Read Ephesians Chapter 3 
The next New Testament book we are going to inves-
tigate is the Book of Acts.  It will give us an in-depth 
look at the start and early history of the Church.  You 
will be surprised to note that many of the challenges 
and attacks upon the Church really have not changed 
much over the course of the past 2000 years.  Bear 
with me as we lay some ground work during our first 
few days of reading, prior to beginning our readings 
in the Book of Acts.   

In working our way through the Book of Acts, our focus will 
be upon the Church—in particular its establishment and 
spread.  However, before we start reading in Acts, we have 
to lay quite a bit of groundwork.  For example, today’s 
reading in the Book of Ephesians teaches us a number of 
things:   

For this reason, I Paul … if indeed you have heard of 
the dispensation of grace which was given to me for 
you … and to make all see the fellowship of the  
mystery, which from the beginning of the ages has 
been hidden in God … that now the manifold wisdom 
of God might be made known by the church …  
              Ephesians 3:1-10 

Consider the word mystery.  Its Greek counterpart means: 
something that was hidden but is now revealed.  In other 
words, you will not find prophecy about the Church in the 
Old Testament.  Rather, as we will see in our reading of 
the Book of Acts, the Church is going to spring into exist-
ence suddenly in Acts Chapter 2.  Then men like Paul and 
the other Apostles are going to have to teach the principles 
by which the Church is to function, for the Church is not 
Israel, nor is it to operate under the Mosaic Law. 



The Early Church 
Friday, March 1:  

Read Ephesians Chapter 3 (Continued) 

Note from our reading today that the Church is not some-
how God’s Plan B.  It has been in the mind of God from the 
beginning of the ages, and is now being revealed.   

Several closing thoughts for you: 

· The Church is God’s chosen instrument to accomplish 
His purposes during our particular time in history.   

· Israel’s rejection of their Messiah led to the insertion of 
the Church into God’s plan of redemption.   

· God is not done with Israel, just temporarily set His  
chosen people aside. 

· The Church began suddenly at Pentecost, and I believe 
Scripture teaches it is going to end just as suddenly—
but that is a lesson for another day! 

 

Jesuơ promiseŪ: 

 … I wilƈ builŪ Mƻ churcź, anŪ thŬ  

gateơ oŵ Hadeơ wilƈ noƦ overcomŬ iƦ. 

Matthew 16:18  



The Early Church 
Monday, March 4:  

Read I Corinthians 3:1-12  

“… Who do you say I am?”  Simon Peter answered 
(for the group), “You are the Christ, the Son of the  
living God.”              Matthew 16:15-16 

“Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah (of course he is—
salvation will do that for you), for this was not revealed 
to you by man, but by My Father in heaven  (through 
the ministry of the Spirit—for God is always the initiator in 
our coming to Him).  And I tell you that you are Peter, 
and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates 
of Hades will not overcome it.”     Matthew 16:17-18 

Study this dialogue carefully, and you will see that the rock 
upon which Christ will build His Church is none other than 
an accurate testimony about who He is and why He 
came—Son of God and Messiah!   

Continued on the next page. 
 



The Early Church 
Monday, March 4:  

Read I Corinthians 3:1-12 (Continued) 

For no one can lay any foundation other than the one 
already laid, which is Jesus Christ.     I Corinthians 3:11 

May this always be both our testimony and our foundation.   

 



The Early Church 
Tuesday, March 5:  

The Church is God’s mystery (and masterpiece) that has now 
been revealed and she has one foundation, the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  Today we have read about the Church’s commission.  

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,  
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you ...”   
                  Matthew 28:19-20 

Consider these observations as today’s devotional: 

· Do not miss the import of the word therefore.  It follows 
on the heels of a very clear statement by Jesus:   

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been  
given to me.  Therefore ...”           Matthew 28:18 

This commissioning has come straight from the Lord of 
glory, the Creator of our material universe and the  
Savior of mankind.  It comes right after He has  
declared all authority is His!  With this emphasis,  
whatever follows must be of great import!  It is!  It is 
the commission given to the Church by its Head.  It is 
neither optional nor a suggestion.     

· There is one imperative verb in Verses 19-20. There is 
one main action, given in the form of a command, and 
that is to make disciples!  We should see every other 
action as subordinate to this main verb.         

 Continued on the next page. 
 



The Early Church 
Tuesday, March 5:  

· In other words, if we are going to make disciples, we 
are going to have to go everywhere—from across the 
street to across the globe.  We are going to have to 
teach and we are going to need a specific curriculum—
the Word of God!   

· Then let’s not forget the verse that follows our Commis-
sion.  For sometimes we feel as if God has sent us out 
to make disciples all by our lonesome.  On the contrary: 

“And surely I am with you always, to the very end of 
the age.”                Matthew 28:20b 

God has promised to go with us.  Oh, that we would learn 
to embrace and love our commission.   



The Early Church 
Wednesday, March 6:  

Finally, we get into the Book of Acts!  There should have 
been a great sense of excitement among the disciples 
about what God was going to do next.  There has been the 
concentrated teaching of the upper room discourse, the 
cross and resurrection, and talk of the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit.  Instead, what do they ask in Verse 6?  

“Lord, are you at this time going to restore the  
kingdom of Israel?”  

They are looking backwards while God is in the midst of  
unfolding something new!  Let’s be ready for our great God 
to unfold His eternal plan of redemption as He sees fit!  
This is how Jesus redirects this question by His disciples.  
In essence He says, “Don’t worry about it— that is in the 
Father’s hand!  Instead, here are my instructions.”   

· Be My witnesses.  We will see lots of this in the Book 
of Acts.   

· Throughout the earth!  This fits perfectly with the 
Great Commission.  Not surprisingly, we will see the 
Gospel spread from Israel to the surrounding Gentile 
nations as part of the narrative of the Book of Acts.   

· I am with you!  Thankfully, the Spirit will be the  
enabling power for this work of the Church to which we 
have been called.  For it is just as Jesus promised: 

“I will ask the Father, and He will give you another 
Counselor to be with you forever—the Spirit of truth.”  
                     John 14:16   

I love this promise that the Father will replace one member 
of the Trinity (Jesus) with another (the Holy Spirit).  Jesus 
has not left us on our own to complete His Great Commis-
sion, He will be with us to the end of the age! 



The Early Church 
Thursday, March 7:  

Read II Timothy Chapter 3 
There is one more thing we must glean from the first verses 
of Acts.  There is a teaching within today’s churches that it is 
the Church’s role to make the earth a better place, but Jesus 
said:  

“You will receive power … and you will be My  
witnesses … make disciples.”            Acts 1:8 

Jesus said nothing about an improved environment.  In fact, 
John’s Gospel taught us we can expect persecution.  Under-
standing this, I think we can identify a principle right here in 
Acts 1:11.  Jesus has ascended into heaven, and suddenly 
two angels appear and challenge the disciples:  

“Men of Galilee … why do you stand here looking into 
the sky?  This same Jesus, who has been taken from 
you into heaven, will come back in the same way you 
have seen Him go …”             Acts 1:11    

As believers in the Lord Jesus Christ with a commission from 
our Lord to make disciples, we are not to get caught staring 
into space!  For the role of the universal Church is not to 
make the world a better place or to turn bad people into 
good people!  The Church’s role is to be used by God to 
help spiritually dead people become born again as new 
creatures in Christ with a change of destiny from hell to 
heaven!  Far from things getting better, in today’s reading 
the Scriptures are quite firm about the short-term future:   

But know this, that in the last days perilous times will 
come: For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of 
money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to 
parents, unthankful, unholy … without self-control, 
brutal … having a form of godliness but denying its 
power …                 II Timothy 3:1-5 

It is not the Church that is going to turn things around, but 
the Lord Jesus Christ at His certain coming! 



The Early Church 
Friday, March 8:  

Read Acts 1:12-26 
The disciples have a very specific promise from their Lord: 

“… wait for the gift My Father promised … in a few 
days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”   
                 Acts 1:4-5  

The disciples are now faced with the very same problem 
that you and I are faced with when it comes to the promis-
es found in the Word of God—the struggle between faith 
and doing!  They started out well in Verse 14:  

They all joined together constantly in prayer ... 

This kept them God-centered, focused on the promise, and 
dependent.  But in Verse 15 the need to do something  
took over.  Those following Jesus, led by Peter, decided 
that there was a pressing need to replace Judas by choos-
ing another.  As you read, candidates were brought for-
ward.  They prayed to God in Verse 25: 

 Show us which of these two You have chosen ...   

Then they cast lots to select the candidate.  The lesson 
here is clear.  If the disciples had prayed the same prayer, 
and then waited upon the Lord to answer, in a few months 
Paul would have been the obvious answer.  But they would 
have had to wait and rest upon the Lord for Him to reveal 
His answer in His timing.   

As an alternative, they prayed and then cast lots.  I know 
that was done as part of Old Testament ritual, but does 
that sound like a spiritual practice to you?  Were they 
forced to decide right then?  No, and what they got was a 
believer named Matthias who is never mentioned in Scrip-
ture again.  You see I am suggesting God did answer their 
prayer, just not through the casting of lots.  How much bet-
ter to wait in dependent trust, and then rejoice in the an-
swer the Lord provides. 



Reading Ahead 
Monday, March 11:  

Read Daniel Chapter 4 
We are now back to our series seeking to understand what 
is yet to come—the subject of Biblical prophecy.  We are 
studying prophecy so that we might be both encouraged 
and motivated in our day.  We are calling this investigation, 
Reading Ahead, simply because with the Word of God we 
have the ability of confidently knowing ahead of time how 
things are going to turn out.   

Thus far the most significant event on the horizon is the  
certain and sure return of the Lord Jesus Christ.  During the 
course of the next few days, we are going to look at some-
thing else that is closely related to the return of Jesus—the 
close of Gentile-dominated world history.  Before we get into 
the details, I want to reinforce the fact that the history of 
mankind does not happen in a vacuum.  There is much strife 
and evil because man is fallen.  But, even in our fallen condi-
tion, the history that is unfolding is bounded by our Sover-
eign God.  Let me show you, first, from today’s reading:  

 “… the Most High God is sovereign over the king-
doms of men and gives them to anyone He wishes …” 
                   Daniel 4:17 

Then from the Book of Job:  

“He makes nations great, and destroys them; He  
enlarges nations and disperses them.”           Job 12:23 

Ultimately, who allows a nation to rise to prominence?  God 
does!  Who can humble any nation He so chooses, even to 
the point it vanishes from history?  Once again, God can, 
and that is the plain language of these passages.  This 
means, God is not an uninterested observer, but active in 
the affairs of men.   



Reading Ahead 
Monday, March 11:  

Read Daniel Chapter 4 (Continued) 
Let me give you one such example which will be a lead-in 
to tomorrow’s reading.  The southern kingdom of Israel had 
forsaken the Lord and become so sinful that God responded 
as follows:   

Then the Lord said to me: “Even if Moses and Samuel 
were to stand before Me, My heart would not go out 
to this people.  Send them away from My presence!  
Let them go!  And if they ask you, ‘Where shall we 
go?’ tell them, This is what the Lord says:  ‘Those 
destined for death to death; those for the sword, to 
the sword; those for starvation, to starvation; those 
for captivity, to captivity.’ ...”             
                    Jeremiah 15:1-2   

How did this work out?  The people of Israel went into exile 
in Babylon at the hand of King Nebuchadnezzar.  God can 
disperse a  
nation at any 
time He so 
chooses to do 
so, and He has 
proved it.  Let 
me close with a 
few questions 
for you to pon-
der: Could God 
tear down 
America?  Have 
we given Him cause to do so?  Is it already happening?   

The next few days should be very enlightening regarding 
these questions! 

 



Reading Ahead 
Tuesday, March 12:  

“Because you have not listened to My words, I will 
summon all the people of the north and My servant 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon … This whole coun-
try will become a desolate wasteland, and these  
nations will serve the king of Babylon seventy years.”  
               Jeremiah 25:8-11 

“But when the seventy years are fulfilled, I will pun-
ish the king of Babylon and his nation, the land of the 
Babylonians, for their guilt,” declares the Lord, “and 
will make it desolate forever.”     Jeremiah 25:12   

God makes known 
the end from the  

beginning! 
Isaiah 45:10 



Reading Ahead 
Tuesday, March 12:  

All the people will know it—Ephraim and the inhabit-
ants of Samaria—who say with pride and arrogance 
of heart, “The bricks have fallen down, but we will 
rebuild with dressed stone; the fig trees have been 
felled, but we will replace them with cedars.” But the 
Lord has strengthened Rezin’s foes against them and 
has spurred their enemies on.  
                   Isaiah 9:9-11 

“He makes nations great, and destroys them; He en-
larges nations and disperses them.”     Job 12:23   



Reading Ahead 
Wednesday, March 13:  

In Daniel Chapter 2, we have King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream 
and its interpretation.  The dream is one of the unfolding of 
what we refer to as Gentile history, or The Times of the 
Gentiles.  It is called this because Israel has been removed 
as the central focus following their exile.   

In fact from 586 BC forward, Israel was not an independent 
nation until 1948.  Even today, Israel occupies far short of 
the land that God has given them as an everlasting position, 
and Israel is not even fully in control of its capital city.   

So there is much by way of promises to Israel that must still 
be fulfilled in keeping with the Scriptures.  But for today, 
our focus is not as much upon Israel as it is the prophetic 
promise found in Daniel Chapter 2:  

“In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will 
set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed, nor 
will it be left to another people.  It will crush all those 
kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it will itself 
endure forever.”          Daniel 2:44  

 
 



Reading Ahead 
Wednesday, March 13:  

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 
government will be on His shoulders.  And He will be 
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of His 
government and peace there will be no end.  He will 
reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, estab-
lishing and upholding it with justice and righteous-
ness from that time on and forever.  The zeal of the 
Lord Almighty will accomplish this.              Isaiah 9:6-7 

 



Reading Ahead 
Thursday, March 14:  

Read Matthew Chapter 24 

“… the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will 
never be destroyed …”         Daniel 2:44  

Of the increase of His government and peace there 
will be no end.  He will reign on David's throne and 
over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with 
justice and righteousness from that time on and  
forever.              Isaiah 9:7 

“But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not 
even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the  
Father only.”           Matthew 24:36 

 
 



Reading Ahead 
Thursday, March 14:  

“At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear 
in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will 
mourn.  They will see the Son of Man coming on the 
clouds of the sky with power and great glory ...”   
                      Matthew 24:30   



Reading Ahead 
Friday, March 15:  

Out of His mouth comes a sharp sword with which to 
strike down the nations.  “He will rule them with an 
iron scepter.” ... On his robe and on His thigh He has 
this name written: King of kings and Lord of lords.  
                Revelation 19:15-16  



Reading Ahead 
Friday, March 15:  

On that day His feet will stand on the Mount of  
Olives, east of Jerusalem, and the Mount of Olives 
will be split in two from east to west, forming a great 
valley; … The Lord will be king over the whole earth.. 
On that day there will be one Lord, and his name the 
only name.           Zechariah 14:4,9  

Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first 
resurrection. … they will be priests of God and of 
Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.   
                Revelation 20:6 



Return to Leviticus 
Monday, March 18:  

Thus far in our reading in the Book of Leviticus, we have 
covered the three voluntary offerings: the burnt offering, 
grain offering, and peace offering.  As we return to our 
reading, we now come to the first of two required offer-
ings—the Sin Offering!  For a portion of the Bible that is 
rarely read, we are going to see some startling connections. 

First, did you note the categories of people that are covered 
by this chapter?  We have the priest, the congregation of 
Israel, a leader in Israel, and one of the rank and file.  In 
short, everyone is included when it comes to the issue of 
sin.  Why is that the case?  We can not help but be remind-
ed of Romans 3:10 and 3:23:  

“There is no one righteous, not even one;” … for all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.   

Second, did you note this chapter is dealing with the con-
cept of unintentional sin?  You might expect God to start 
with intentional sin—which we must acknowledge we have 
all committed.  Why does He start with unintentional?  In 
fact, some might even be tempted to think, “Hey, it was 
accidental, I didn’t mean to do it.  So, surely I should be cut 
some slack on this unintentional sin!”   

Let me suggest a reason God starts here.  He is holy!  All 
sin is an affront to a holy God, all sin defiles man.  All sin, 
even unintentional sin, needs to be addressed if we are  
going to be able to stand before, and have fellowship with, 
a holy God!  God takes the matter of our sin seriously, and, 
no doubt, He wants us to do so as well.   

We will be taking our sin seriously as we understand, from  
our study of Leviticus, that all have sinned and all stand in 
judgment before a holy God.   
 



Return to Leviticus 
Tuesday, March 19:  

All have sinned and stand in judgment before a holy God.  
That is how we closed Monday’s devotional.  This sounds 
like a hopeless situation.  It is certainly not a situation that 
we can do anything about.  But God has done something 
about it and that is what the sin offering is all about.   

I trust you are asking yourself, “How so?  What has God 
done?”  Three things for your consideration as you work 
through today’s devotional:  

1. Did you notice how bloody is this whole chapter?  The 
blood of the animal sacrifice is collected, it is sprinkled, 
wiped, and poured out in the Tabernacle.  This is a vivid 
portrayal of the truth of Hebrews 9:22 

In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be 
cleansed with blood, and without the shedding of 
blood there is no forgiveness.   



Return to Leviticus 
Tuesday, March 19:  

So the priest shall make atonement for him  
concerning his sin, and it shall be forgiven him.   
              Leviticus 4:26 

So the shedding of blood atones, or covers, the sin of 
the guilty and there is forgiveness.   

Are you seeing the connection to New Testament truth?  
Sin after sin, year after year, the Jews would have offered 
the Sin Offering to cover their sins and receive forgiveness.  
Thus, year after year they would have been pointing to-
wards and preparing their hearts for the coming Messiah.  
How do I know this?  It was in today’s reading:  

But now He (Jesus Christ) has appeared once for  
all at the end of the ages to do away with sin  
by the sacrifice of Himself.              Hebrews 9:26  

Once for all … to do away with sin! 



Return to Leviticus 
Wednesday, March 20:  

I want you to see a marvelous connection between the Old 
Testament sacrificial system and the coming of our Lord and 
Savior.  Notice Hebrews 10:11:  

Day after day every priest stands and performs  
his religious duties; again and again he offers the 
same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 

Doesn’t this sound exactly like the picture we saw in Leviti-
cus Chapter 4?  The Tabernacle, later the Temple, would 
have been a very busy place.  The priests would have been 
on their feet offering one sacrifice after another to atone for 
the sins of a nation of sinful people.  Two things to consider 
concerning the phrase which can never take away sins:   
1. The word atonement means to cover—so the sins were 

covered.  But in the plan of God, animal sacrifices were 
not a permanent solution to either committed sins or 
man’s sinful condition.   

2. Although the sins were covered, the sacrifices for sin did 
nothing to deal with the source of sin—the fallen nature 
of man!  Now look at Verses 12 and 14: 
But when this priest (Jesus) had offered for all time 
one sacrifice for sins, He sat down at the right of God 
… because by one sacrifice He made perfect forever 
those who are being made holy. 

Have you noted the distinctions?  First, the one sacrifice of 
Christ on the cross dealt with all sin for all time.  Second, 
Christ now sits where the Old Testament priests were always 
on their feet—for His work is finished!  Third, those who 
trust in Him, even though a work in progress, are said to be 
perfect!  That’s because He has completely dealt with the sin 
issue.  For in the Lord Jesus Christ there is remission of sins.  
Hallelujah, what a Savior! 
 



Return to Leviticus 
Thursday, March 21:  

Starting in the middle of Leviticus Chapter 5 and on into 
Chapter 6, we come to the fifth of the major offerings—the 
required Trespass Offering.  Like the Sin Offering, there is 
the death of an innocent animal for the sin of the individu-
al, and there is the promise of atonement (covering) for 
the individual as the result of the sacrifice appropriately 
made.   

However there is a new component to this sacrifice, and 
that is the need to make reparations in an amount equal to 
120% of the damage done.  Whereas the Sin Offering  
addresses the guilt associated with one’s sin, the Trespass 
Offering addresses the damage that sin does to others.   

The concept of the Trespass Offering directly confronts and 
contradicts the idea that is so prevalent in our day of so-
called victimless crimes.  This is an erroneous concept for 
two reasons: 

1. We are always the victim of the sin we commit, for sin 
in the life of the Christian breaks fellowship with God 
and compromises the ministry of the Holy Spirit within. 

2. Then there is the damage done to others who are  
either involved directly with the sin or share in its  
consequences.   

Let me suggest a point of application from what we have 
learned about the Trespass Offering.  Of course, all sin is 
against God and damages our relationship with Him.  This 
is the vertical aspect of our spiritual lives, and requires  

 

 

 



Return to Leviticus 
Thursday, March 21:  

confession of sin, wherein we trust in the work of the cross 
to have adequately paid for our sin. (I John 1:9)  But then 
there is also the horizontal aspect of our spiritual lives—our 
relationships with one another.  What do we do in these 
cases?  Although we are no longer under the Mosaic Law, 
we do well to consider an apology for a harsh or unkind 
word or whatever other kind of restitution that might be 
appropriate in order to restore that which has been dam-
aged horizontally.   

Apparently, God wants us to pay attention to both the  
vertical and the horizontal. 

 



Book of Matthew—Repentance 
Friday, March 22:  

“For John came to show you the way of righteous-
ness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collec-
tors and the prostitutes did.  And even after you saw 
this, you did not repent and believe him.”    

 



Book of Matthew—Repentance 
Friday, March 22:  

… The Lord swore 
and will not  
repent, Thou are a 
priest for ever  
after the order of 
Melchizedek.  
    Hebrews 7:21 KJV   



Book of Matthew—Repentance 
Monday, March 25:  

… “The Lord swore and will not repent, ‘Thou are a 
priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.’” 

They (Churches in Judea) only heard the report: ”The 
man who formerly persecuted us is now preaching 
the faith he once tried to destroy.”  And they praised 
God because of me.            Galatians 1:23-24 



Book of Matthew—Repentance 
Monday, March 25:  



Book of Matthew—Repentance 
Tuesday, March 26:  

Let me show you today that repentance and belief are real-
ly two sides of the same coin.  Let’s 
begin with Luke 13:3:   

“I tell you, no; but unless you  
repent you will all likewise  
perish.”             Luke 13:3  

Jesus has made it pretty clear that 
some sort of repentance is necessary 
for all of us!  In Acts Chapter 16, 
when the Philippian jailor throws himself at the feet of Paul 
and Silas, he asks,  

“Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”      Acts 16:30 

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be 
saved—you and your household.”      Acts 16:31  

I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they 
must turn to God in repentance and have faith in our 
Lord Jesus.              Acts 20:21  

Do you see what we just learned?  Repentance and belief 
go together!  You see, if you are trusting your good works 
to get you into heaven, you are not going to be that inter-
ested in a Savior who died for your sins.  But once our 
souls are illuminated by the light of Gospel truth and we  

 



Book of Matthew—Repentance 
Tuesday, March 26:  

see ourselves as God does—sinners in need of a Savior like 
Jesus—then repentance has occurred and we are ready to 
put our faith in the only one who can save!   

 



Preparing for Easter 
Wednesday, March 27:  

For the remainder of the week, we will do selected 
readings in anticipation of the celebration of Easter 
this coming Sunday. 

“… I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and 
with mighty acts of judgment. …”   

 



Preparing for Easter 
Wednesday, March 27:  

of  the entire human race.  There is no greater work of re-
demption than God redeeming lost mankind from that do-
minion of darkness when those who chose to turn to Christ 
and trust Him for eternal life are brought into:  

… the kingdom of the Son … in whom we have  
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.   
                   Colossians 1:13-14 



Preparing for Easter 
Thursday, March 28:  

“Come now, let us reason together,” says the Lord.  
“Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as 
white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they 
shall be like wool.  If you are willing and obedient, 
you will eat the best from the land but if you resist 
and rebel, you will be devoured by the sword.  For 
the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”         Isaiah 1:18-20 

· Then I am struck by the sheer magnitude of the  
graciousness of God—even in the Old Testament.  As  
I mentioned, the whole chapter is full of the sin and  
rebellion of the Jewish people,  

… They have forsaken the Lord; they have spurned 
the Holy One of Israel and turned their backs on 
Him.              Isaiah 1:4   



Preparing for Easter 
Thursday, March 28:  

You know God still calls us to come—to come in faith 
through the person and work of Christ.  And, though we 
come stained crimson, through the Blood of the Lamb we 
too are washed as white as snow!   



Preparing for Easter 
Friday, March 29:  

When He had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is 
finished.”  With that, He bowed His head and gave 
up His spirit.           John 19:30 



Preparing for Easter 
Friday, March 29:  

bring to an end (finish), to complete a work, to pay a debt.  
All of these explain some aspect of the finished work of the 
cross.   

The grammar asso-
ciated with this verb 
adds still more.  For 
it is a perfect tense 
verb, which is used 
when the action of 
the verb was com-
pleted in the past 
and the results  
continue to the  
present.  This is 
how we know our 
sins have been paid 
in full.  The verb is 
also in the indica-
tive mood—this is 
the mood you use 
to state a fact!  The solemn reality of the universe is that  
Jesus paid it all!   

Was it enough?  Does the work of the cross cover the sins 
of all men across all time?  Jesus left no doubt, so that we 
would have no doubts either.  What a Savior!   

May the sufficiency of Christ’s work on the cross as pay-
ment for our sin, and the glorious nature of His resurrec-
tion from the dead, thrill your soul this Easter season.   
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